Marriage Privileges Compared

	
	Spousal Communication Privilege
	Spousal Immunity 

(Spousal Disqualification)

	Topics Covered
	Confidential Communications b/t spouses
	Everything Witness Spouse Knows

	Proceedings Covered
	All
	Criminal Proceedings brought against the other spouse

	May someone other than the spouse testify about the covered topics
	NO (but if a 3p heard the communication, no privilege anyway)
	YES

	Duration
	Forever
	During the Marriage

	Who May Invoke
	Either Spouse (both must consent to waive it)
	Witness Spouse

(in older CL cases, either spouse could invoke it)


